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Socialization practices as they are directed at boys 
and girls and as they relate to need for achievement,- especially to 
differences in levels of heed. Were compared in i study population of 
H2 f ifth^grade <^ildreh^ 21 boys aiid 21 girls^ and their mothers. . 
Both :motbers and children were given the standard TAT measure scored 
for need for achievement; the children i^re. given the Mandler-Sarason 
Test AiudLety Scale; and. mothers were given the fiidler Anxiety Scale. . 
Mothers and children %iere given questicmnaires to measure their 
different views of the socialization practices and interactions 
between them. Results of the study showed that low:need for 
achievement boys were getting iiuidefpiate support and too much 
control; low need for achievement girls were receiA^Lng support but no 
goals or;standards were being set and there were intdequate controls; 
high need for achieveaient. bo^s showed m> significant differences in 
the reported amounts of any. t^es of interaction; and high heed for^ 
achievement girls reported si^ificantly more positive interaction 
than negative control, but nons of the other comparisons were : 
significant. .The important factors in^the socialization of need for 
achievement appear to be expectations and demahds for achievement and 
independence made at an • appropriate :age, around age 5 in <this sample* 
coupled with positive interaction^ or support and a moderate amount of 
control. . (OB) - 
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riir iIk'Oiv jclik vcinoni motiviiiion has been ;ipplicd 
intM MicLcssliiIly III picdicling ihe perloruiance of men in a " 
varicly ol ;rdiicvcincnl-;in)iising siliialiosi^. Various sludi.is 
done xviih vnuiicn have generally piodiiced n sulis that have 
i>ccn iiicoiisisieiil hoili with each other and with llic results 
ftMiiid witi' men Tjierc: have alsi) been siiidies that deah 
with the si)ciali;.aliiin of the need for achievement (n Ach) 
m boys. Wint-rbotiom (P)58), studying the socialization of 
n Ach m boys, found that mothers of boys with high n Ach"' 
expected independent accomplishment and self-reliant 
mastery behavior at eailiei ages than did mothers of sons 
With low n Ach. They also placed fewer restrictions on their 
sons. In contrast, there has been little research on the 
st)cializ;iii()i! of i, Ach in girls. Because n Ach is considered 
i») be a stable pcr.sonality trait acquired early in life, 
rcseaich on the soci;dization antecedents of n Ach with girls 
might help to explain ilie extreme variability of findings 
with adult women. 

The purpi)Ne.s ut this :;tudy were ti) compare .sociali/jiion 
piactices as they are directed at boys and at giils and as 
they relate to n Ach. especially to differences in levels of n 
Ach. Two levels oPn Ach, labeled high and tow. were 
determined by rank ordering of all 42 Ss on n Ach scores 
derived from the TAT projective measure. The group was 
then divided at the median. Tho-e above the median were 
considered in the high n Ach group and those below, in the 
low n Ach group. This allowed compaiisons to be made in 
' terms of both sex and n Ach. 

The major questions asked were {a) Are there consistent 
differences in socialization practices related (i) to 
differences in strength of n Ach and (ii) to the child's sex, 
and {b) Are socialization practices which produce high or 
low n Ach in boys also related in the same fashion to high 
and low n Ach in girls? It seemed possible that tiiere might 
be an optimal pattern of sodalizaiion for producing high n 
Ach or low II Ach. If so, the question of interest is whether 
the optimal patterns are the same for boys as for girls. 



METHOD 

The As were 42 fitlh-grado children, 21 boys and 21 
girls, and their niothers. They v/ere randomly selected from 
all fiftlbgrade children in a public elementary school in a 
stable working-class area. Both motheic and children were 
given the standard TAT measure scored for n Ach. Children 
^^^^ were given the Mandler-Sarason Test Anxiety Scale for 
children as a measure of fear of failure and mothers were 
given the Endler Anxiety Scale. Mothers and children were 
f'gK given questionnaires to measure their different views 
\MU «f Jhe socialization practices and interactions between 
them. The child-raising-practices questionnaire given to 
mothers was derived from Winterbottom (1958) and Feld 
{I%7). The questionnaire given to children centered on 
pallcriis of inlcractioii and control between mothers and 
children (Danziger, 1971). 
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RESULTS 

On the projective measure boys showed a somewhat 
higher mean level of n Ach than girls < .075). whereas 
girls showed higher fear of failure f/; <.025). Dividing ilie 
sex groups by level of n Ach. these results were found to be 
mainly the result of differences between the high n Ach 
groups. Low n Ach boys and girls showed no significant 
differences on either n Ach or fear of failure. High n Ach 
boys showed a somewhat higher mean level of n Ach 
0<.IO) and significantly lower fear of failure (p< 05) 
than the high n Ach girls. The range of n Ach scores for 
boys was from 3-11. and fo girls 3 - 7, in the high n Ach 
groups. 

Childreirs n Ach and fear of failure were correlated with 
.their inolher's ii Ach and fear of failure. Boys' n Ach and 
fear of failure both correlated positively with their 
mothers'. For girls the pattern was different: n Ach 
correlated negatively with tlieir mothers' while fear of 
failure correlated positively. Because of the small number 
of Ss the correlations, although moderate, were not 
significant. 

The child-raising-practices questionnaire given to the 
mothers asked for the age at which the child was expected 
to have mastered a number of different behaviors, i.e.,"to 
have interests and hobbfes of his own" (from the 
independence subscale) and "to do well in school on his 
own" (from the achievement subscale). On 20 of the 24 
Items, demands for mastery were made earlier on boys than 
on girls. The questionnaire was divided into four subscales: 
caretaking, restrictions, independence, and achievement. On 
all four subscales mean age of demands for masterv was 
earlier for boys than for girls. 

Dividing the sex groups by level of n Ach and looking at 
the scales of major interest, independence and achievement, 
the patterns of demands on high and low n Ach boys and 
^rls were opposite. On both subscales, mastery demands 
v^^ere made earlier on high h Ach girls than on low n Ach 
girls. For boys, on both subscales demands for mastery 
were made later on high n Ach boys than on low n Ach 
boys. A possible explanation is suggested by looking at the 
mean age.^ of mastery demands by sex and level of n Ach. 
The mean age for girls was higher than that for boys, even 
when high n Ach girls were compared to high n Ach boys. 
Thus there may possibly be a critical .range of ages for 
optimal development of high n Ach; either above or below 
that range n Ach socialization is less effective and n Ach 
drops. 
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The children also filled out a child-raising-practices 
questionnaire. Their'questionnaire was directed at patterns 
of interaction and control between mother and child 
(Danziger, 1971). There were three subscales: (a) positive 
interaction, e.g., "plays games with me"; (b) positive 
control, e.g., ''wunts mc to do better tlian other cliildren at 
schoor*; (c) negative control, and negative interaction, e.g., 
**tc!!s mc how fa( I can go from home when I go out." 
Comparisons of these subscales were made by sex and level 
of n Ach. Distinct sex differences were found in the low n 
Ach group, while in the high n Ach group boys and girls 
reported similar patterns of interaction. 

There were no significant differences between the high n 
Ach boys and girls on any of the subscales. Low n Ach boys 
and girls differed from each other on all three subscales: 
boys reported significantly less (p<.O0l) positive inter- 
action and significantly more control, both positive 
(p < .002) and negative (p < .002), than did the girls. 

Comparing low n Ach children to high n Ach children 
within sex groups, diff^^rences were found. The patterns of 
relations within the boys' group were different from those 
within the girls' group. Low n Ach boys reported 
significantly less positive interaction (p < .001) than high n 
Ach boys. The low n Ach boys also reported more control, 
both positive and negative, than did the high n Ach boys, 
but this difference did not reach significance. Low n Ach 
girls reported slightly less positive interaction, and less 
positive and negative control than did the high n Ach gijls, 
but the'differences did not reach statistical significance. 
Thus oh the two control subscales there appears to be a 
continuum from the low n Ach girls who receive little 
control, to the high n Adi boys and girls receiving a 
moderate amount of control, to the low n Ach boys 
receiving what appears to be an extreme amount of control. 
The two ends of the continuum differ significantly from 
each other but not from the midpoints. 

DISCUSSIOlsJ 

These results from the children's scale parallel the 
nmtcry demands reported by the mothers in relation to 



child-raising piactices. This suggests once again the 
possibility of an optimal range for socialization of high n 
Ach, in this case a balance of interaction and suppori 
combined with controls, expectations, and achievenieni 
demands. ,Low n Ach boys were g7tting inndetiuaic support 
and too much control. In fact they received sigui ,wantly 
more control than positive interaction (p<.p05). Low n 
Ach girls were receiving support but no goals or staiidaids 
were being set and there were inadequate controls. They, 
received significantly more positive interaction than either 
type of control (p<.05 for both). High n Ach boys 
showed no significant differencesMn the reported amounis 
of any of the types of interaction, which miglit be 
considered a balanced pattern of socialization. High n Ach 
girls reported significantly more positive interaction than 
negative control (p < .025), but none of the other 
comparisons are significant so the pattern for them is more 
balanced than for either of the low n Ach groups. 

Generally it seems that the mother's level of n Ach is of 
relatively little importance in the socialization of n Ach in 
either boys or girls. The important factors appear to be 
expectations and demands for achievement and indepen- 
dence made at ah appropriate age, in this sumplc around age 
S, the age of school entrance, coupled with positive 
interaction or suppoit and a moderate amount of control. 
These factors produced high n Ach in both boys \ii\d girls. 
Thus these results suggest that there may be an optimal 
pattern of socialization which p; educes high n Ach in both 
boys and girls. 
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